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full days and resulted in the death of 11 exiles 
and the injury of over 400 more. As a result 
of the raid on Camp Ashraf, 36 men were ar-
rested under allegations of violent behavior. 
The 36 arrested Camp Ashraf residents have 
since been freed, but the United States has a 
continuing interest in ensuring that the events 
of July 28th never occur again. 

The Iraqi government’s treatment of the 
camp’s residents sets a dangerous precedent 
for future treatment of minority groups. In re-
cent years, there have been alarming numbers 
of religiously motivated killings, abductions, 
beatings, rapes, threats, intimidation, forced 
conversions, marriages, and displacement 
from homes and businesses, and attacks on 
religious leaders, pilgrims, and holy sites, in 
Iraq, with the smallest religious minorities in 
Iraq having been among the most vulnerable, 
although Iraqis from many religious commu-
nities, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, have suf-
fered in this violence. In summary, members 
of small religious minority communities in Iraq 
do not have militia or tribal structures to de-
fend them, do not receive adequate official 
protection, and are legally, politically, and eco-
nomically marginalized. 

Madam Speaker, as 300 million people 
worldwide celebrate the start of a new year, it 
is my hope that Iranians around the world find 
peace and prosperity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GEORGE WILSON 
FOR A CAREER IN RADIO BROAD-
CASTING IN LUDINGTON 

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
here today to honor Ludington talk show host 
George Wilson for a career of service in radio 
broadcasting in Mason County. 

George Wilson joined WKLA radio in June 
of 1959. Along with his popular morning show, 
Big George served in a variety of other roles 
over the years, including sales manager and 
play-by-play sports announcer. George left 
WKLA for a brief period to serve as adver-
tising manager at the Ludington Daily News, 
but returned to WKLA in 1986. 

In 2007 Wilson was nominated for induction 
into the Michigan Broadcasting Hall of Fame, 
and his name will remain on the Hall of Fame 
ballot through 2012. 

Throughout his morning show broadcasting 
career, George woke every day at 3 a.m., but 
despite the hours, he always enjoyed his job, 
saying, ‘‘If you look forward to going to work 
every day, then that’s a good job and I’ve al-
ways looked forward to going to work at 
WKLA.’’ 

I have interviewed with George on countless 
occasions throughout my 18 years in Con-
gress, and have always enjoyed our conversa-
tions on issues of the day. 

Whether it was through our conversations, 
watching him lead the Scottville Clown Band 
or working with him as mayor of Scottville, my 
wife Diane and I have always enjoyed our 
friendship with George. 

George Wilson’s retirement marks the end 
of an era in Mason County, and he will be 
missed by all those who tuned in to listen to 
his morning show during the weekdays. 

RECOGNIZING LYLE BASSETT, 
WINNER OF NAVISTAR’S CIRCLE 
OF EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR 
2009 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Lyle Bassett, a winner of Navistar’s 
Circle of Excellence Award for 2009. Located 
in Illinois, Navistar employs many of my con-
stituents and is an important economic engine 
for my district, undoubtedly so because of 
suppliers like Mr. Bassett. 

The Circle of Excellence, which is awarded 
by the international dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., honors international truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer 
performance with respect to operating and fi-
nancial standards, market representation, and 
most importantly, customer satisfaction. It is 
the highest honor a dealer principal can re-
ceive from the company. 

Mr. Bassett’s business, Riverview Inter-
national Trucks, LLC, is headquartered in 
West Sacramento, California, and has grown 
sales and revenue from $5 million in 1982 to 
more than $60 million in 2009, which was a 
record year for the business. The business 
employs 78. Lyle started out as a trainee at 
International Harvester in 1966 and worked his 
way through various areas of the business, 
prior to buying Riverview International Trucks 
in July 1981. With this most recent award, Riv-
erview International Trucks has now received 
the Circle of Excellence Award a total of three 
times. 

Lyle has achieved this level of accomplish-
ment and recognition through many years of 
hard work and service to his industry and 
community. He is active in his community as 
a member of the Rotary Club of Sacramento, 
where he supports the club’s annual fund-
raising events and efforts to provide college 
scholarships to high school students, and as a 
Meal on Wheels volunteer, providing home-de-
livered meals to seniors. He is known as a 
hard working man who takes care of his fam-
ily, employees and customers each and every 
day the gates are open at Riverview Inter-
national Trucks. 

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, please join me in honoring Lyle Bas-
sett for his contributions to his community and 
to the nation as a whole. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS JONES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Thomas Jones, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 374, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Thomas has been very active with his troop 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Thomas has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 

merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Thomas Jones for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

2010 BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. HEINRICH. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to commemorate Brain Awareness Week 
and the benefits of educating students on 
brain science in Central New Mexico and 
across the country. Launched in 1996, Brain 
Awareness Week brings together the Society 
for Neuroscience, Dana Alliance for Brain Ini-
tiatives, and 2,400 other organizations in 76 
countries that share a common interest in im-
proving public awareness of brain and nervous 
system research. During Brain Awareness 
Week, which is being held March 15–21, 
neuroscientists around the globe educate K– 
12 students, senior citizens, and the public at 
large on the wonders of the human brain. 
These activities include tours of neuroscience 
laboratories, museum exhibitions, and class-
room discussions on the elements of the 
human brain. 

This year, the New Mexico area members of 
the Society for Neuroscience hosted the 2010 
Neuroscience Day at the School of Medicine 
at the University of New Mexico, located in my 
district. During this day-long event, many of 
my constituents learned about the wonders of 
the mind and the nature of scientific discovery. 
Today, in recognition of Brain Awareness 
Week, I would like to highlight a serious neu-
rological condition that affects many of our 
men and women in uniform returning from the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan: Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. 

Madam Speaker, as a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I recog-
nize the great urgency of understanding and 
treating PTSD, especially for the new genera-
tion of U.S. soldiers returning home after pro-
longed exposure to combat-related stress and 
trauma in the war zone. One large study con-
ducted by the RAND Corporation, a nonprofit, 
non-partisan organization focused on improv-
ing policy and decision-making through re-
search and analysis, found that almost 20 per-
cent of returning military personnel who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan report symp-
toms of PTSD or major depression. Our serv-
ice members aren’t the only Americans at risk 
for this debilitating neuropsychiatric disorder. 
According to the National Institute of Mental 
Health, about 3.5 percent of American adults, 
or 7.7 million individuals, struggle with PTSD 
during any given year. Unfortunately, current 
drug and behavioral treatments for PTSD are 
often unable to reduce or eliminate symptoms 
that include intrusive memories, emotional 
numbness, and insomnia. In recent years, 
however, neuroscientists have begun to piece 
together some of the neurobiological puzzles 
behind this complex disorder, offering new 
hope to its sufferers. 

The research dollars allocated in the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which I 
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supported, are providing scientists with oppor-
tunities to discover new medical advances that 
will detect and treat PTSD, Traumatic Brain In-
jury, and other illnesses that affect our service 
members. For example, researchers at the 
University of New Mexico have found that an 
innovative brain imaging method, diffusion 
tensor imaging, can be used to reliably detect 
and track brain abnormalities in patients with 
mild TBI. This important application received 
funding from a grant from the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. Re-
cently, researchers at the Mind Research Net-
work, an independent non-profit organization 
dedicated to advancing the diagnosis and 
treatment of mental illness and brain injury, lo-
cated in Albuquerque, received a $507,000 
Recovery Act grant to continue pursuing simi-
lar analyses using magnetoencephalography, 
a sensitive technique for measuring the brain’s 
electrical activity, which is essential for evalu-
ating and treating TBI patients. As a result of 
the Recovery Act, scientific research is pro-
viding new hope to thousands of service mem-
bers returning home from the war zone who 
suffer from PTSD, TBI, and other neurological 
trauma. 

Madam Speaker, today I ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Brain Awareness 
Week, which exposes our constituents to the 
wonders of the brain. I also ask that you join 
me in continuing to support research for new 
treatments for our brave men and women re-
turning home from combat with PTSD and 
other brain injuries and disorders. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF NOWRUZ AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF IRANIAN-AMERICANS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 2010 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 267, a resolution recog-
nizing Nowruz, a festival celebrating the Per-
sian New Year and arrival of spring. 

It is a pleasure to join my colleagues in sup-
port of the first-ever congressional resolution 
marking Nowruz, a two-week holiday that is 
observed by millions of people of Persian de-
scent in the United States, Iran, Iraq, Azer-
baijan, and many other nations of the world. 
The holiday symbolizes renewal, health, hap-
piness, peace and prosperity and is celebrated 
by adherents of many religions including 
Islam, Judaism, Zorastrainism, and the Bahai’i 
faith. It is a special time to share with family 
and friends and honor cultural traditions that 
date back more than 3,000 years. 

As reflected in this resolution, Nowruz is 
also a special opportunity to recognize the im-
portant contributions of the Iranian-American 
community to our Nation’s social and eco-
nomic fabric. In Los Angeles, which is home to 
the largest Iranian-American community in the 
United States, there is great pride in the com-
munity’s devotion to civic activism, philan-
thropy, and entrepreneurship. I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all those cele-
brating Nowruz Aideh Shoma Mobarak, a 
happy and prosperous new year. 

HONORING SEAN MILES EMERY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Sean Miles Emery, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 374, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Sean Miles Emery for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CHIEF JAMES S. 
DRISCOLL OF DEDHAM, MASSA-
CHUSETTS FOR HIS DEDICATION 
AND COMMITMENT TO THE TOWN 
OF DEDHAM AND THE DEDHAM 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Chief James S. Driscoll for his out-
standing dedication to the town of Dedham, 
Massachusetts, and to recognize his achieve-
ments during his 37 years with the Dedham 
Fire Department. 

James Driscoll is a lifelong resident of 
Dedham, Massachusetts. He graduated from 
Dedham High School in 1965 and then at-
tended Boston College where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary 
Education in 1969. After graduating, he taught 
seventh and ninth grade math at Norwood 
Junior High School North briefly, before fol-
lowing his childhood dream of becoming a fire-
fighter. 

On June 28, 1972, he became a member of 
the Dedham Fire Department. After 6 years he 
was promoted to fire lieutenant and held this 
position until he was again promoted to Dep-
uty Fire Chief, a position he held until Novem-
ber 2001. At that time, he was named Acting 
Fire Chief and served in this capacity until he 
became the permanent Fire Chief of the 
Dedham Fire Department in August 2004. 

During his tenure with the Dedham Fire De-
partment, Chief Driscoll continued his edu-
cation, receiving a bachelor of science degree 
in fire science from Boston State College and 
a master’s degree in public affairs from the 
University of Massachusetts—Boston in 1985, 
writing his thesis on fire apparatus purchasing 
options. 

Chief Driscoll and his wife of 35 years, 
Carol, continue to live in Dedham, where they 
raised three sons, Michael G., Thomas W., 
and Stephen J.; all graduates of Dedham High 
School. 

In his retirement, Chief Driscoll enjoys run-
ning and reading, although you will most likely 

find him by the pool or pushing his young 
grandson, Ryan, in the stroller. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Chief James. S. Driscoll for his 37 years of 
service and dedication to the people of 
Dedham and the Dedham Fire Department. I 
applaud his commitment to his community and 
to his family. I wish him my best in all of his 
future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN RED 
CROSS, SOUTH FLORIDA REGION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, just this week, Congress de-
clared March as Red Cross Month. Today I 
rise to honor the American Red Cross, South 
Florida Region chapter and its leadership. 
Since 1917, this chapter has been mobilizing 
South Floridians to aid those in need and has 
provided relief in times of crisis. 

The American Red Cross is a community 
funded and supported organization, which ar-
rives on the scene of an emergency, natural 
disaster or catastrophic event, almost imme-
diately, to offer moral and material support. 
Volunteers assist all disaster victims, whether 
that disaster is a house fire or a storm. 

Time and time again the South Florida 
chapter has been at the forefront of meeting 
our community needs. Last year, they re-
sponded to 388 local disasters, providing 727 
families with direct emergency assistance. 
Most recently, the South Florida chapter has 
played a leading role in providing aid and re-
lief to the people of Haiti in the aftermath of 
the earthquake. The chapter helped in sending 
more than 80 American Red Cross Creole- 
speaking volunteer translators to Haiti to sup-
port the medical mission of the USNS Com-
fort. The chapter also fielded volunteers at the 
three airports in our region to greet and offer 
assistance to repatriated Haitian Americans, 
and the Chapter’s headquarter office was re-
sponding to an average of 500 calls daily in 
the wake of the earthquake. 

Under their excellent leadership the South 
Florida chapter staff works with profes-
sionalism every day and is dedicated to help-
ing those in need. They are local community 
heroes. As we celebrate Red Cross Month, I 
thank the South Florida chapter for its service 
and congratulate its leadership, staff and 
members for their continued success. I am 
honored to recognize them and their work and 
appreciate their invaluable contributions to our 
community. 

f 

HONORING GARRETT BRADLEY 
RAGLAND 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Garrett Bradley Ragland, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
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